
 

 

   Agenda Item 2A 
 
 

WEST MIDLANDS FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

4TH APRIL 2005 
 
 
1. CIVIL CONTINGENCIES ACT 2004 – CHANGE OF NAME OF 

FIRE AUTHORITY 
 
 Report of the Clerk. 
 
 RECOMMENDED 
 

(1) THAT the report be noted; 
(2) THAT the West Midlands Fire and Civil Defence Authority 

hereafter be known as the West Midlands Fire and Rescue 
Authority; 

(3) THAT a further report be submitted to the full Authority on 
any actions needed in the light of the change of name of the 
Authority.  

 
2. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 This report is submitted to inform the Committee of the coming into 

force on 1st April, 2005 of the provision of the Civil Contingencies 
Act, 2004 [the Act], by which metropolitan county fire and civil 
defence authorities shall be known instead as metropolitan county 
fire and rescue authorities. 

 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

The Civil Contingencies Act 2004 received the Royal Assent on 18th 
November, 2004.  The various provisions of the Act were to be 
brought into force by statutory instrument.  

 
Paragraph 10 of Schedule 2 of the Act provides that metropolitan 
county fire and civil defence authorities shall be known instead as 
metropolitan county fire and rescue authorities.  
 
Statutory Instrument 2005 No. 772 [The Civil Contingencies Act 
2004 (Commencement No 2) Order 2005], made on 17th March, 
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3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

2005, provides that paragraph 10 of Schedule 2 (change of name of 
metropolitan county fire and civil defence authorities) shall come into 
force on 1st April 2005. 

 
The Act provides for continuity in that it states that references to the 
fire and civil defence authority shall be treated as a reference to the 
fire and rescue authority [sub-paragraph (2) of Section 10]. 

 
Work is ongoing, however, to ensure that all references to the ‘West 
Midlands Fire and Civil Defence Authority’ in legal and other official 
documents are amended as necessary to the new title.  The existing 
‘branding’ of the Brigade as the ‘West Midlands Fire Service’ will not 
be affected. 

 
A further report will need to be submitted to the renamed West 
Midlands Fire And Rescue Authority with a view to that Authority 
formally authorising the Chief Fire Officer to instigate prosecutions 
etc on their behalf.  In due course the Chief Fire Officer will need to 
delegate down to other Officers the authority to inspect premises/ 
serve notices etc under the authority of the renamed Corporate 
body. A report may also deal with any other consequential 
amendments made necessary by the change of name of the 
Authority. 

 
4. EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 
 
 There are no equality and diversity implications arising from this 

report. 
 
5. CORPORATE AIMS SUPPORTED 
 
 The principal corporate aim supported by the information in this 

report is as follows: 
 
 1. To meet the Fire Authority’s statutory duties, standards and  

expectations. 
 
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 The course of action recommended in this report does not raise 
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issues which should be drawn to the attention of the Authority's 
Monitoring Officer. 

 
6.2 The report outlines action necessary to comply with new legislation. 
 
7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 The financial implications of any changes necessary as a result of  

the change of name of the Authority will have to be met from the 
existing budget. 
 

7.2 As the existing branding of the Brigade is to be retained the  
financial implications should be minimal. 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
None. 
 
 
 
 
 
F. N. SUMMERS 
CLERK 
 


